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---------ooooo---------
SELLA DESCENT

Ladies and Gents,

I am going to be away from Wednesday 3rd August to Wednesday 24th August – going to paddle(believe it or not) the Sella in Spain – it’s a “kykveer” after 24 years. It is the 75th running of the race that started in 1929 with an 8 year gap during the Spanish Civil War. Many South Africans have done the race and won it over the years and quite a big group are going back this year. Entry page shows the following.
75 Descenso Internacional del Sella
6 de agosto de 2011

Inscripciones por equipos

K2S CHALUPSKI, OSCAR-331 CHALUPSKI, HERMAN

332 K2S TRURAN, JEROME-CARLISLE, MAT

333 K2S PERROW, MARK-WALD, ANTHONY

334 K1S GRIFFIN, SHAUN

335 K1S CORNISH, TIM

336 K1S CHALUPSKI, LUKE

337 K2CENT CHALUPSKI, PAUL-CULVERWELL, KEVIN

338 K2CENT OLIVER, JOHN-KING, GILES

339 K2V GREEN, GARY-COX, BAYFORD

340 K2DS OLIVER, KIRSTEN-KING, MERRILL

341 K1V50 GREEF, CHRIS

681 K1V50 HOWARD, MIKE

Some serious blasts from the past. Should be fun!
The upshot of this is no newsletters again till the last week in August. I will have email and sms but not that kind of bandwidth.  Below are the details of the major National events coming soon.

Enjoy August

John Oliver.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SA MARATHON CHAMPIONSHIPS 

All the action of the
2011 SA Flatwater Marathon Champs
takes at Shongweni dam, KZN this August!
                           Date: 13 & 14 August 2011
                           Venue: Umzinyathi Canoe Club, Shongweni Dam
                           Time: Saturday - 08h00 to 16h00, Sunday - 07h00 to 15h00
                           Race format: Saturday - K1 & C1, Sunday - K2 & C2
                           Tickets: The event is free - no tickets need to be purchased
                           Msinsi Game Reserve Entrance fee: Standard Msinsi Game Reserve entrance fees will be 
                                                                               charged at the reserve's gate, except upon the 
                                                                               presentation of a valid Msinsi Wild card
                           Catering: Food and drinks will be on sale at the venue
With Junior, Senior and Masters races being held for both men and women, all of the country's top flatwater paddlers will be out to stake their claim for the 2011 national titles.
The champs also double as the trials from which the South African squad to compete at the World Flatwater Marathon Champs in Singapore in October will be chosen.
More information can be found at
www.canoesa.org.za [image: image3.jpg]



 
ENTRY FORM ATTACHED – entries close Sunday 7th August
Enter online as well on www.kncu.co.za
MAP OF THE COURSE ATTACHED

PROGRAM OF EVENTS

Saturday K1 Day

07h30 Managers and Paddlers meeting to finalise entries and discuss rules and course etc

All laps 4.3km, finish leg 1200m

Actual batches and precise start times will depend upon the final entry numbers in each class and age-group,

But first starts for each major group as follows.

08h00 Master Classes men and women.

                    SV to Master – Men 5 Batches, Women 4 Laps

          SGM and Older – Men 4 Laps, Women 3 Laps

10h00 Guppys U8 and U10 3 Laps of Finish leg + two portages = 4000m

                      U12’s 5 Laps of Finish leg + 4 Portages = 6400m

11h00 Juniors U14s – Boys 4 Laps, Girls 3 Laps

                      U16’s and U18’s – Boys 5 Laps, Girls 4 Laps.

13h30 Seniors U23’s - Men 6 Laps, Women 5 Laps

                      Seniors – Men 7 Laps, Women 6 Laps.

16h30 Medal Ceremony 

Sunday K2 Day

07h30 Managers and Paddlers meeting to finalise entries and discuss rules and course etc 

08h00 Master Classes men and women.

                    SV to Master – Men 5 Batches, Women 4 Laps

          SGM and Older – Men 4 Laps, Women 3 Laps

10h30 Juniors U14s – Boys 4 Laps, Girls 3 Laps

                      U16’s and U18’s – Boys 5 Laps, Girls 4 Laps.

13h00 Seniors U23’s - Men 6 Laps, Women 5 Laps

                      Seniors – Men 7 Laps, Women 6 Laps.

16h00 Medal Ceremony 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SA K4 CHAMPIONSHIPS

27th & 28th August 2011

Roodeplaat Dam, Gauteng

Entry Form Attached

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RBM SA SURFSKI CHAMPIONSHIPS 2011

On-line entries now open at www.canoesa.co.za – Three choices = choose either the Singles or Doubles race if you only intend doing one or the other BUT enter the Singles and Doubles Race if you intend doing both as there is a discount for both.

More detail at www.surfski.co.za
The Zululand Kayak Club is pleased to announce that we will be hosting the SA National Sursfki Championships on 17 and 18 September 2011. Long time sponsor of the Shaka Challenge canoe race Richards Bay Minerals has come on board as the title sponsor of the event, and Midbay Motors, the home of VW and Audi in Zululand, is also sponsoring the event. (Check them out at www.midbay.co.za )
The Course

The proposed course is a 23 km downwind race from the Nhlabane River mouth to Richards Bay’s Alkantstrand Beach, with alternative plans in the event of adverse weather conditions. The prevailing winds at this time of year are north easterlies of around 15 knots, running almost parallel to the coastline, resulting in fantastic downwind conditions.

The Launch Site

The launch site at Nhlabane can get a shorebreak on the high tide, but it is not usually too significant on the low tide. There is generally a flat section of water in the middle before you get to the back break, and in the prevailing north easterly conditions getting out through the surf is normally not too difficult. The tide for the 17th September is low at 11:49 am, so the race will start close to the low tide, so the shorebreak is not expected to be a big factor.
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View from the Nhlabane River Mouth looking South
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Google earth picture of the start at Nhlabane which clearly shows the calm area between the shore and backline

The Finish

The finish at Alkantstrand beach has typical KZN coastal surf but there is no shorebreak. In general, coming in through the surf at Alkantstrand is relatively easy. If the surf does get too wild at Alkantstrand we have the option of finishing the race at either the more protected Newark Beach on the south side of the north breakwater or even inside the harbour at Pelican Island.
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Alkantstrand Beach, where the race will finish (NE wind)

(This picture was taken at the start of the 2008 Mouth to Mouth surfski race)

Course Options

We will also consider using a deep water start if there are big surf conditions at Nhlabane, and in the extreme situation of monstrous unplayable surf we would (reluctantly) have to resort to an out and back format starting and finishing in the Richards Bay Harbour. The bottom line is that we have numerous options available to us, so that the event will take place regardless of the weather, and this is one of the major advantages of the Zululand Kayak Club hosting the event.

Prizes

A total of R42 000 has been allocated for cash prizes, which includes R8000 for 1st single and R5000 for the 2nd single ski, and a total of 31 cash prizes have been allocated. There will also be a number of lucky draw prizes.

Social

A big social at the Zululand Kayak Club on the Saturday evening is planned, with local band Angus playing live music and sheep on the spit, for an evening of good food and good music with good friends!

Special accommodation packages at local establishments are being negotiated, and camping is also available at the local beachfront camping site. Accommodation options will be posted up on the Zululand Kayak Club website shortly, on www.zkc.co.za
---------ooooo---------
