SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

 THURSDAY 20 JANUARY 2011 

WCCU Exco Proposals for 2011 Calendar

1.
Proposed WCCU 2011 Planner – Preliminary Version G

WCCU Exco’s proposal for the 2011 Calendar is set out in the attached 2011 Planners, one for January to June 2011, and the other for July to December 2011.

The 2011 Fixture List, which contains many more details, will be compiled when the proposals have been approved at the Special General Meeting.

Basically the 2011 Planner is based on the final calendar used during the 2010 season.

Deviations from the 2010 Calendar are set out in the specific proposals listed below.

Note: CSA Championships and Grand Prix Races
 Dates for 2011 CSA Championships and Grand Prix races, except for the SA Marathon Championships, were confirmed by CSA in December 2010. These dates are:
SA Sprints Trial – 3 May 2011

SA Sprints Championships – 6 to 8 May 2011

SA Schools Sprints Championships – 30 April to 2 May 2011
SA River K1 Championships – 17 and 18 June 2011 – Swartland Marathon on Berg River from Skooltjie to Bridgetown

SA River K2 Championships – 7 and 8 October 2011 – Fish River Marathon

SA Marathon Championships – K1 and K2 – No date set yet!
It could transpire that the date set for the SA Marathon Championships could clash with the above schedule. If it does occur, effected races will have to move to available dates. If no suitable dates are available, WCCU dates need not be changed as the new President’s Trophy rules, as amended in 2008, allocate points to paddlers who paddled in SA Championships and Grand Prix races from 1 January of each year up to and including the Fish River Marathon of the same year.

The dates for the World Marathon Champs to be held in Singapore have just been announced, namely 20 to 23 October 2011.

2.
WCCU Exco Proposals for 2011 Calendar 

(i) Berg River Marathon
The Berg River Marathon Committee has already set and published that the 2011 Berg River Marathon, including the Time Trial to determine the top 60 seeding positions, will take place from 12 to 16 July 2011.

Motivation – this is the fiftieth running of the Berg River Marathon, so the dates had to be determined early in the season.
(ii) Breede River Marathon

Proposal by WCCU Exco

That the Breede River Marathon be held on the same weekend as it was in 2009 and 2010, namely on Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 September 2011, and over the same course, namely from Robertson (McGregor Bridge) to Bonnievale (Riggton Farm Resort) for Day 1, and from Bonnievale (Riggton Farm Resort) to Kambati Resort for Day 2. It will also be the WCCU River K2 Championship.
Motivation - The survey conducted after the 2009 Breede River Marathon reflected that many paddlers stated that they had greatly enjoyed the new course, and, reflecting on the 2010 Breede, it was wise to have the race as early as possible in September. 

(iii) Swartland Marathon
CSA has approved WCCU Exco proposal that this race will be the SA River K1 Championship

The 2011 Swartland Marathon will take place on Friday 17 and Saturday 18 June 2011 and will also be the WCCU River K1 Championship.

Motivation - In the past the Swartland Marathon was slotted into the weekend closest to the Public Holiday (Youth Day). Visiting paddlers can travel to the race venue on Youth Day (Thursday), paddle on Friday and Saturday, and return to their homes on Sunday.

(iv) WCCU Marathon Championship – K1 and K2
Proposal by WCCU Exco

That the WCCU Marathon K1 and K2 Championships be held on 28 and 29 May 2011 at the Mofam Resort venue on the Arieskraal Dam in the Grabouw area.

Motivation – During 2010 the WCCU K2 Marathon Championship was successfully completed at this venue after the original venue (Elani on Misverstand Dam) was cancelled due to very strong winds and waves. All participants agreed that this was an acceptable venue, needing only minor adjustments to the portage put-ins and take-outs.

(v) Sprint Season
Proposal by WCCU Exco

(a) That 5 early season sprints for all Juniors (including Guppies) and for U23 paddlers are held from 29 January up to 26 February 2011.

Motivation - Increased number of sprint events to encourage greater participation by Juniors and Under 23 paddlers.

(b) That the WCCU Junior and Guppies WC Championships for all the age groups from Under 8 to Under 18 be held on Saturday 16 April 2011 at Paarl.

Motivation - Junior Championships for all the age groups from Under 8 to Under 18 are usually held separate from WCCU Sprint Championships.

(c) That the WCCU Sprint Championships for K1 and K2, for age groups Under 18 to Grand Masters, over 200m, 500m and 1000m be held on Saturday 2 April 2011 at a venue still to be finalized. (Possibly Eikenhof or Wemmershoek)

Motivation - Junior Championships usually held separate from WCCU Sprint Championships.

(d) That the WCCU Sprints Championships for 15000m in K1 and K2 respectively be scheduled for a Wednesday during March/April (high tide) at Milnerton and a Tuesday during March/April at Peninsula as part of their usual Time-Trials.

Motivation - These sprints to be held as soon as possible after the WCCU Sprint Championships for K1 and K2 over 200m, 500m and 1000m.

(e) That the WCCU Sprints Championships for 15000m in K1 and K2 do not count for the Sprint Victor/Victrix Ludorum award. I.e. only the 200m, 500m and 1000m sprints for K1 and K2 count.

Motivation - The awards for the WCCU Sprint Championships for K1 and K2 over 200m, 500m and 1000m to be held immediately after the sprints have been completed.

(f) That a Triple Sprint Challenge be scheduled for all Juniors (including Guppies) and for U23 paddlers for 15 and 22 October and 5 November 2011.

Motivation - U23 paddlers included encouraging more participation at that level.
(vi) First Half Season – WCCU President’s Trophy Races
Proposal by WCCU Exco

(a)
The following WCCU President’s Races have been allocated to 2011 dates similar to the dates for each of these races in 2010:

Stanford K1 Race – 19 March 2011 – has been confirmed with Stanford Tourism Bureau

Berg River Dam K2 Race – 26 March 2011 – If inclement weather venue to be Zandvlei at Peninsula Canoe Club

Marina da Gama K1 Race – 9 April 2011

Paarl to Skooltjie K1 Race – 21 May 2011

Gouda to Hermon K1 Race – 11 June 2011

Hermon to Gouda K1 Race –25 June 2011

Wellington to Hermon K1 Race – 2 July 2011

Olifants K1 Races – 30 and 31 July 2011

Franschhoek to Paarl K1 Race – As in 2009 and 2010, this race will be a “floating date” race to be held on an available Sunday to coincide with “Big Water” conditions on either 5, 12 or 26 June 2011 or first Sunday in July or available dates in September 2011

Motivation - The same sequence for these races has been used to ensure that the chance for having enough water for the section that are usually most prone to tree blockages is obtained.

(b)
Misverstand K2
This race has been scrapped and replaced by the Berg River Dam K2 race.

(c)
Bontebok K1
No race scheduled for this lower section of the Breede River due to no available dates in May, June or July.

(vii) First Half Season – Season Opener and Fun Events
Proposal by WCCU Exco

(a) Twilight Twelve followed by Season Launch Party

This traditional Season Opener has been scheduled for 26 February 2011 at Zandvlei. Peninsula Canoe Club to confirm dates.

(b) Century City Canoe Race

Century City Canoe Club has requested to host a canoe race on 5 March 2011 at their club venue in the vicinity of Ithaka Island. This race will co-incide with other competitions in the same vicinity. The format of the canoe race must still be finalized.
(c) Reverse Order Race

After a non-event for 2009, Century City Canoe Club successfully hosted this fun race on 10 April 2010. If the race for 5 March 2011 is not a reverse order race, a suitable date and venue must still be allocated.

(viii) First Half Season – Novice and Non-President’s Trophy Races
Proposal by WCCU Exco

(a) Nekkies to Alfies K1 Race

The traditional Nekkies to Alfies K1 Race on the Breede River is scheduled for Saturday 12 March 2011.

Motivation - This is great race for novice and experienced paddlers, as the flow is moderate (water is guaranteed for irrigation purposes up to the end of March) and some narrow channels are easily navigated remembering the “keep left” rule. This race does not count for President’s Trophy points, but does count towards the Inter-Club Trophy points.
(b) Dal Josaphat to Lady Loch K1 Race

The traditional Dal Josaphat to Lady Loch K1 race has been scheduled for Saturday 14 May 2011.

Motivation - The Dal Josaphat to Lady Loch K1 race is traditionally the first opportunity for novices to experience river racing, and experienced paddlers are requested to accompany these novices on the water. This race also does not count for President’s Trophy points, and also does not count towards the Inter-Club Trophy points.

(c) Viljoensdrif Wacky Wine River 

The Viljoensdrif Wacky Wine River Marathon has been scheduled for Saturday 4 June 2011.

Motivation – This race was raced for the first time on Saturday 6 June 2009 and repeated on 5 June 2010. It was highly rated by the paddlers who participated, and by the sponsors and spectators.

The sponsors have requested that provision should also be made for a Junior Marathon race, as well as Dragon Boating in which the local community can also take part.

(d) Marina Mini Marathon K1 Race 

No date was scheduled for the Marina Mini Marathon K1 race during 2010. Peninsula Canoe Club, who has hosted this race since its inception, has stated that their programme is too full. Is this still the case?
(ix) Second Half Season – Novice and Non-President’s Trophy Races
Proposal by WCCU Exco

(a) Marina Mini Marathon K2

This race has been scheduled for the only available Saturday namely 23 July 2011.

Motivation - This Saturday is traditionally kept open as a rest period after the stresses and strains of the “Berg”. However, provision should be made for novices to have easy races to get into the swing of K2 paddling, and this is an ideal opportunity for the novices to start on flat water close to Cape Town. Paddlers who have just completed the Berg River Marathon can still enjoy the rest period, as this race will not qualify for President’s Trophy points, and also does not count towards the Inter-Club Trophy points.
(b) Eersterivier K1 Race

This race has been scheduled for Sunday 24 September 2011.
Motivation - In 2008 a new Non-President’s Trophy K1 race to be paddled on the Eersterivier in September was requested by the Stellenbosch University Canoe Club. They secured a release of water for the event, and repeated the race in 2009. It was again paddled on 24 July 2010.

 Although the Special General Meeting held on 5 November 2009 had agreed that Eersterivier K1 Race be elevated to President’s Trophy status as from 2010, and was scheduled as such in the 2010 Fixture lists, the status was not recognized by the Chairman due to insufficient attention to minutes that were recorded. The chairman has apologized for the blunder.

It is therefore necessary to correct the error and agree that the Eersterivier K1 Race was elevated to President’s Trophy status at the SGM held on 5 November 2009 as from 2010.

(x) Second Half Season – WCCU President’s Trophy Races
Proposal by WCCU Exco

 (a)
Gouda to Bridgetown K2 - No Race in 2011

Motivation - Due to the crowding of the K2 races between the dates of the Olifants Race and the Fish River Marathon, it was agreed at the SGM held on 5 November 2009 that the Gouda to Bridgetown K2 race be scrapped.

(b)
Nekkies to Eilandia K2 Race

This race has been scheduled for Saturday 6 August 2011

Motivation - In 2009 this race was elevated from Non-President’s Trophy status to President’s Trophy status. It is a very popular race and worthy of the higher status. It is recommended that it remains a President’s Trophy race.

(c) 
Wyzersdrif K2 Race

This race has been scheduled for Tuesday 9 August 2011, which is a Public Holiday (National Womens Day)

Motivation – This 19km section of the Breede River from the Darling Bridge to the Wyzersdrif Bridge has been paddled since 1970, first as a K1 race, but since 2000 it has been a K2 race.

 (d)
Alfies to Robertson Race

This race has been scheduled for Saturday 13 August 2011.

Motivation - This race used to be paddled as the Osdrif to Robertson Race from 1983 to 2000. Since 2001 up to 2010 the race was started at Alfies Low Water Bridge, still ending at Siverstroom Resort near Robertson.

 (e)
Robertson to Bonnievale Race
This race has been scheduled for Saturday 20 August 2011.

Motivation – The sequence of races on the Breede River has traditionally been the same for years

(f)
Drew to Swellendam Race

That the Drew to Swellendam Race be retained as the President’s Trophy Race. This race has been scheduled for Saturday 27 August 2011 

Motivation - Due to unforeseen circumstances the 2009 Drew to Swellendam Race had to be changed to be the Robertson to Kambati Race over 35km.The survey conducted after the 2009 Breede River Marathon reflected that many paddlers stated that they had greatly enjoyed paddling the Robertson to Kambati section of the Breede River, and most would like to see it used again for 2010. However, there were also many replies to the questioner stating that they would prefer the “old” Drew to Swellendam section. WCCU Exco therefore suggest a compromise by using both sections, one for the Breede Marathon, and the other for the President’s Trophy Race.
At the SGM held on 5 November 2009 it was decided that the Drew to Swellendam K2 Race would be retained as the President’s Trophy race.
(g)
Bontebok K2 Race

That the Bontebok Race reverts back to its former “one-day” race format, i.e. only be raced on one day. The Bontebok K2 race is scheduled for Saturday 17 September 2011.

Motivation –

(i) During 2008 it was decided that the race would be held over the traditional section from the start at the Horseshoe Bend to the finish at Knapkysmond on two consecutive days, with the final result to be determined by using the fastest time of the two days. This format was scheduled for 2009, but of the 50 odd boats that paddled the race on the first day, only 9 boats stayed to paddle the second day. There were also 2 new boats paddling the second day. 

(ii) At the SGM held on 5 November 2009 it was decided that the Bontebok Race be changed back to its former One-Day Race status.

(ii) The Bontebok canoe race is traditionally a K1 or K2 race coinciding with the format of the Fish River Marathon for that year. Therefore, in 2011 it will be a K2 race and usually serves as a trial to select the team to represent WCCU at the Fish River Marathon when the latter is an SA River Championships for that year.
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